18                    NATIONALITY  IN  HISTORY  AND   POLITICS
Sometimes even a sort of hierarchy or an order of precedence
exists which accords the superiors certain privileges,1 Individuals
are more active, energetic and daring when acting together with
their fellows, but they are also subject to suggestion and panic.
When separated from the group some animals ail and die.
It would be wrong, however, to generalize the pugnacious in-
stincts. Instances of indifference, friendship, or mutual help are
frequent.2 Likewise we must not assume that primitive men are
usually warlike and savage. Many of them seem to be com-
paratively peaceable.
(b) Human Groups Actuated by Traditions, Interests and Ideals
In spite of these parallels between the behaviour of human
and animal groups the instinctive factor actuating human groups
must not be exaggerated. Not even animals are moved merely
by instinct. Human groups are mainly kept together and
actuated by three types of motives, namely traditions, interests
and ideals. Traditions are patterns of behaviour which are
regarded as values simply because they are a collective heritage
regardless of any reasons of utility, beauty or supernatural sanc-
tion. A nation clings to its language even if it would have more
economic profit and cultural stimulation by adopting another
language which opens access to a greater literature and is much
more widely spread. An interest is an aim regarded as useful
to the existence and well-being of the group, such as everything
conducive to safety, health, wealth, mental or bodily fitness.
What is considered a national interest, however, largely depends
on the national ideology, which varies according to country and
age. An ideal is an aim which is not a direct interest of indivi-
duals. It is regarded as possessing a high authority, and thereby
has the power to command obedience and the sacrifice of in-
dividual interests. Traditions, interests and ideals form a com-
plicated framework. The traditions connect a nation with its
past, the interests with its present, tjie ideals with its future. In
most cases, however, they are not strictly separated but form parts
of a psychological structure. The idea of the national territory,
homage to the leader of the German people, though there may have been some irony
in it as the animals described were wild asses.
1 Among hens some enjoy the respect of others because they show a certain aggres-
sive disposition, and easily peck the more timid ones* Experiments have proved that
this was due to the larger share of male hormone in them. Gf, H, Munro Fox, The
Personality of Animals, 1940, p. 102. It would be interesting to know whether human
aggressiveness has a similar cause. Hitler, anyhow, does not seem to have too much
male hormone.
* CY. Peter Kropotkin, Mutual Aid, 1908 (tr. from Russian).